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me and others to learn from him con-
stantly. 

Mr. THURMOND. I thank the Sen-
ator. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

DEDICATION OF WILLIE MAYS 
PLAZA AT PACIFIC BELL PARK 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, it is a 
pleasure to alert my colleagues to the 
March 31 dedication of Willie Mays 
Plaza at the new Pacific Bell Park in 
San Francisco. This dedication is the 
first in a series of events leading to 
opening day on April 11, when the 
hometown Giants begin a new era 
against their old rivals the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

The opening of the new park is cause 
for great excitement among baseball 
fans in San Francisco, in California 
and throughout the country. Situated a 
short distance from downtown and di-
rectly on the Bay, Pacific Bell Park is 
both an architecturally stunning build-
ing and a state-of-the-art baseball fa-
cility. Notably, it is the first privately 
financed professional ballpark in the 
United States in 35 years. And unlike 
the Giants former home at Candlestick 
Park, PacBell Park is for baseball 
only. 

Willie Mays Plaza is located at the 
main entrance to the park at Third and 
King Streets. In recognition of Willie 
Mays’ number, the official address of 
the stadium is 24 Willie Mays Plaza. In 
addition, the plaza features 24 palm 
trees and a nine-foot bronze sculpture 
of the hall of famer. This handsome 
public space is a fitting tribute to a liv-
ing legend. 

It is very appropriate that the Giants 
have chosen to honor Willie Mays in 
this way. Arguably the greatest all- 
around player to ever play the game, if 
Willie Mays is not synonymous with 
baseball, he is certainly synonymous 
with the Giants. He began his career 
with the team in 1951 and made the 
move to San Francisco with the club in 
1957. All told he played 20 years in a Gi-
ants uniform. Over the course of his fa-
bled career, he hit 660 homeruns, had 
3,283 hits and 1,903 runs batted in. And 
if this were not enough, he scored 2,062 
runs, stole 338 bases, earned 12 consecu-
tive Gold Gloves and had a career bat-
ting average of .302. A true student of 
the game, it is small wonder that 
Willie Mays remains a hero to count-
less fans the world over. 

After a brief stint with the New York 
Mets at the very end of his career, 
Willie Mays soon returned to the Gi-
ants. Since his retirement in 1972, he 
has never strayed far from the game or 
the organization. He is currently Spe-
cial Assistant to Giant’s President 
Peter Magowan. In this capacity, he is 
an ambassador for the team at all man-
ner of civic and charitable events. 

On the field and off it, Willie Mays 
has always embodied dedication, team-
work and the pursuit of excellence. In 
naming this prominent part of Pacific 
Bell Park in his honor, the San Fran-
cisco Giants are assuring that the Say 
Hey Kid’s example will grace this city, 
this team and its loyal fans for many 
years to come.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO IOWA STATE UNIVER-
SITY AND DRAKE UNIVERSITY 
BASKETBALL TEAMS 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wanted 
to take a moment to express my con-
gratulations to and praise for the out-
standing performance of both the 
men’s and women’s basketball teams at 
Iowa State University and the women’s 
basketball team at Drake University 
this year. Drake concluded its season 
with a 23–7 record, while winning its 
fourth Missouri Valley Conference 
championship in the last six years and 
another automatic bid to the NCAA 
Tournament. Carla Bennet was named 
to the MVC All-Tournament team 
along with junior guard Kristin Santa. 
This year was Drake’s seventh appear-
ance in the tournament. The Bulldogs 
have advanced to the tournament four 
times in the last six years, with ap-
pearances in 1986, 1984, and 1982 as well 
so they continue a long, proud tradi-
tion. 

Both Iowa State teams finished as 
regular season champions of the Big 
XII conference, then followed up that 
feat with convincing wins at the con-
ference championship tournament, en-
titling each team to an automatic bid 
in the 2000 NCAA basketball tour-
naments. The men’s championship was 
the university’s first since 1945, when 
the conference was still the Big 6, 
while it was the first women’s con-
ference title since varsity women’s bas-
ketball started at Iowa State in 1973. 
So these are great accomplishments. 

Their achievements are exemplified 
by the selections of Marcus Fizer as a 
first-team All-American from the 
men’s program and Stacy Frese as a 
second-team All-American from the 
women’s program, but each team is 
much more than just its stars. Both 
All-Americans are complemented by 
strong position players throughout 
their respective teams, and neither 
team would have reached this pinnacle 
without the enthusiastic support of 
Iowa State’s fans. On the weekend of 
the Big XII championships, held in 
Kansas City, a substantial portion of 
the city of Ames migrated south for 
that event, filling the arenas with 
loyal wearers of cardinal and gold, the 
team colors. 

As an Iowa State graduate myself, I 
want to salute their accomplishments, 
including their fine performances in 
the NCAA tournaments. Both teams 
were active in the tournament through 
last weekend, the men losing in the re-

gional finals and the women in the re-
gional semifinals. We have a long, 
proud tradition of excellent basketball 
teams in the state of Iowa at the high 
school and college level, and Iowa 
State’s 1999–2000 men’s and women’s 
basketball teams and the Drake wom-
en’s team have shown themselves wor-
thy of joining that pantheon. They’re 
both great teams, and they did Iowa 
proud.∑ 
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CELEBRATING GREEK 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the an-
nual March 25th celebration of Greek 
Independence Day commemorates the 
independence of Greece from 400 years 
of oppression under the Ottoman Em-
pire. Greeks have made great contribu-
tions to the world in literature, philos-
ophy, mathematics and government. 
The names of Homer, Socrates, Euclid 
and Alexander echo through the pages 
of world history. It was the Greek peo-
ple who started the Olympic Games 
saying there was more honor in peace-
ful competition than in wars of con-
quest. The greatest gift Greek people 
have given the world, though, is a sim-
ple yet powerful idea that was born 
over 2,000 years ago. It is the idea that 
a nation’s power lies in the hands of its 
people. The Athenian republic was the 
world’s first democracy, a fact that all 
free nations must respect. 

The bonds that join the United 
States and Greece are deep and long 
lasting. Our fore-fathers recognized the 
spirit and idealism of ancient Greece 
when drafting our Constitution. Forty- 
five years after our own revolution for 
independence, Greece freed itself with 
its own revolutionary struggle. 

In every major international conflict 
of this century, Greece has been a 
proud ally of the United States. Hon-
oring this day will pay special tribute 
to those Greek men and women who 
gave their lives for the common cause 
of freedom. Greek-Americans can espe-
cially take pride in their ancestors’ 
sacrifice. The many Greek sons and 
daughters who have come to the United 
States have worked honorably in all 
areas of American life, including public 
service. Greek culture flourishes in 
American cities, adding to our coun-
try’s rich diversity. 

I hope Greece will resolve its dif-
ferences with its Turkish neighbors 
over Cyprus. I hope all people in the re-
gion share in America’s belief that this 
can be achieved through diplomacy in-
stead of violence. Let us be mindful of 
the olive tree and the Olympic flame, 
the great symbols of Greece, and re-
member, too, that they are also sym-
bols of peace.∑ 
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THE PEACE CORPS’ 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, at a 
recent event at the John F. Kennedy 
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